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The Methodological Implication of Piaget’s “Clinical Method” and Its Value to
Educational Technology Research

FAN Wenxiang, LI Yi

Abstract: Piaget’s “clinical method”, which was proposed for epistemological research, not only promotes the
revolutionary development of philosophical epistemology, but also brings out the well-known theory of children’ s
cognitive development stage. However, the clinical method is controversial due to its inconformity with the
evaluation criteria of “strict experiments” in scientific psychology, which is in fact caused by the superficial
interpretation only at the operational level of clinical method. Therefore, only by understanding this method from the
methodological level can we dig out the vitally important value of the clinical method. From the methodological
perspective, clinical method is a foremost means that Piaget inherits from Kant’ s thinking on epistemological issues
to obtain a general “feeling experience’. Besides, the research approach of “directly going from individual to
general” of clinical method corresponds to the way of “directly encountering with essence” proposed by
phenomenology. Therefore, the clinical method can be regarded as a typical qualitative research method. Compared
with general scientific experiments, clinical method has the unique advantages including fewer research samples
and a more direct way of grasping the truth. In terms of educational technology research, clinical method can not
only provide a path to truth at the methodological level, but also enrich the content of educational research methods
and build a bridge for the effective integration of educational theory and educational practice.

Keywords: Piaget; Clinical Method; Methodology; Qualitative Research; Educational Technology
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STEAM education and introduce the strength mythology as an aesthetic method in order to reach the harmonious
unity of truth, goodness and beauty in maker education. Meanwhile, maker education should discover new
metaphors and draw new power from the strength mythology to enable learners to discover and create themselves in
the world of gods and heroes. Thus, maker education can truly stimulate the subjectivity and initiative of learners,
and make education enter a new realm of self-organization and hypercycle driven by learners.

Keywords: Maker Education; Mythical Mythology; Strength Mythology; Mythological Metaphor; Education
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