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Interpretation of the British “Culture-Civilization”
Tradition from the Perspective of Education:
Focusing on F. R. Leavis

LI Li
( School of Education Hangzhou Normal University Hangzhou 311121 China)

Abstract: In the history of British cultural education, there is a “culture—¢ivilization” tradition, and
F.R.Leavis is one of the most important representatives of this tradition. Leavis continued the main
idea of the “culture—civilization” tradition, using culture as a weapon against capitalist civilization
and giving education an important role. Leavis criticized the harsh cultural environment in Britain
and regarded education as an important way to change the cultural environment and used universities
as an important weapon to change this situation. Besides, he also tried to cultivate “educated man”
by setting up English studies centered on teaching classical literature in universities. Leaviss “using
humanism to oppose scientism, and using English studies to resist classicism” has impacted the
original British cultural and educational development model and even affected the development of
British higher education. Although Leavis” view of culture and education is elitist in nature, it
contained the possibility of moving toward popular democracy. This key factor seemed to contain
historical paradoxes that gave birth to the later “Early Birmingham School” and had a significant
impact on the democratization of British education.
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