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Children’s Identity Shift in the Digital Age and
Its Educational Challenges
———The Metaphor of “Cyborg” as An Analytic Tool

QIAN Xu-yang

(School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: With the rapid development of the information age, the intimate relationship
between man and technology has reached an unprecedented level——the “cyborg” featured hu-
man-technology symbiont. Meanwhile, children who grow up entirely in digital environments
has formed a cyborg kinship with technology. It is of great significance for us to understand
the changes that children’s identity is undergoing in the complex social, historical and cultural
situations related to technology. thus explore the responsive pedagogy for this generation.
Through the critical metaphor of “cyborg”, this study analyzes the children’s identity charac-
teristics such as multiplicity, fragmentation, mobility, disembodiment and fashion etc. , in the
hope of offering a way to better understand children’s identity and the new potential challen-
ges that will bring to us, and to provide an alternative perspective of the transition of view on
children and make necessary educational responds.

Key words: digital age; cyborg; cyborg children; identity shift; identity characteristics;

educational challenges



