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Living Here: Reconstructing the Educational Space of Philosophical for
Children Based on “the Nearby” as a Scope of Seeing the World
SUN Lili & SHEN Jing
(School of Jinghengyi Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract:In children’s philosophical exploration activities, issues such as neglect and misinterpretation of children’s lives and
their immediate surroundings persist. The confined educational space, restrictive dialogue themes, and the absence of embodied
philosophical exploration hinder the full realization of the educational potential of philosophy for children. Biao Xiang's concept of
"the nearby" as a scope of seeing the world aligns well with philosophy for children, as both critique the individual’s disregard for
nearby life and strive for a deeper understanding and knowledge of the world, fostering stronger connections between individuals
and society.In this context, it is of great value to reconstruct the philosophical educational space with the nearby as a scope of
seeing.Therefore, this article adopts the nearby as a scope of seeing, and starts from connotation of Lefebvre's triadic composition of
social space,which comprises the perceived space, the conceived space, and the lived space,to construct a vivid living learning
space that goes far and seeks nearness, a participatory learning space that integrates physicality with reflectivity, and a potential
learning space that unfolds and grows like a sprouting seed. Through this approach, we aim to awaken children’s curiosity about the
nearby and ignite their enthusiasm for exploration.

Keywords:the nearby, everyday life,educational space, philosophy for children
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Teaching Big Ideas for Understanding: The Construction of A Practical Model for Philosophy with Children
GAO Zhenyu
(School of Jinghengyi Education, Zhejiang Normal University , Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract: Educators both nationally and globally have acknowledged philosophy with children as a novel approach to thinking
education, but they have also expressed concern about its propensity toward instrumentalization. Since philosophy is, in a larger
sense, the mental activity of humans to "think big" about various concepts, the reform of Philosophy with Children should also shift
from imparting so—called philosophical "facts" and teaching different thinking techniques to teaching "big ideas" based on children’
s life experiences, assisting children in developing a conceptual understanding that is broadly transferable. The big ideas within the
perspective of Philosophy with Children differ from traditional philosophical concepts and disciplinary concepts that are prioritized
in current educational reforms. These differences include universality, openness, comprehensiveness, contextuality, and
progressiveness. In line with this, the understanding of such big ideas exhibits traits like variety, unpredictability, curves and turns,
interaction, integration, and self-actualization. In order to effectively carry out the teaching of the big ideas in philosophy with
children, a new practical model including five stages—preparation, initiation, construction, conclusion, and extension—will be
established.

Keywords : philosophy with children, thinking, big ideas, teaching, practical model, inquiry process
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