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Historical Evolution and Modern Interpretation of Integrative Learning
Guo Hongrui, Cui Yunhuo

Abstract: The historical evolution of integrative learning is embedded in the development and
maturity of discipline. It has gone through mixed period in pre-discipline era, development period in
discipline era and transformation period beyond discipline. In pre-discipline era, integrative learning is
generally mixed and learning content hasn’t been specifically differentiated, often taking survival as
driving force and pointing to skill learning, lacking systematic design, and demonstrating simple mixing.
Integrative learning in discipline era takes relevance theory and experience theory as important integrated
logic, tries to integrate the two to prevent the separation of subject teaching, and sets up special
integrative courses to promote the institutionalization of integrative learning. In the transformation
period, the integrated logic of integrative learning has moved towards “competency theory”, emphasizes
the shift from content thinking to object thinking and adheres to competency orientation, emphasizes the
shift from curriculum design to method transformation and constructs three types of integrative learning
of integrative learning within discipline, interdisciplinary thematic learning and integrated curriculum
learning, and emphasizes the transition from single crossing to multidimensional connection and
transcends the three types of fragmentation of knowledge and knowledge, knowledge and life, and
knowledge and self.

Key words: integrative learning; core competency; integrative curriculum; curriculum thinking
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