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Towards the Internalist Axiology of Children
Zhang Hua
(Graduate School of Education Studies, Hang zhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract: Children’ s axiology is a philosophical study on children’ s “ought-to—be”, which focuses on the realization of
children’ s values and the relationships between children and adults, societies, and environments. Going beyond instrumentalism
and turning to internalismare the developmental tendency of children’s axiology. During the Renaissance in Europe, the idea of
childhood was given birth, children’s intrinsic values were gradually established, and finally the internalist axiology of children
came out. Humanism, individualism, democracy, and existentialism are the historical types of internalist axiology of children.
Respecting the intrinsic values of childhood and individual child, rooting children into relations and interactions, and making
children as self—creators are the main connotations of internalist axiology of children. Satisfying children’s “irreducible needs”,
guaranteeing children’s rights, and realizing children’s “best interests” are the practical visions of internalist axiology of children.

Keywords: children’s axiology,internalism, the idea of childhood, atomic children, new children, existential children, children’

s rights
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