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The Modernity Dilemma of Moral Education and Its Transcendence

DIAO Yi—hu

(School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121, China)

[Abstract] When the instrumental rationality overpowered value rationality and became the domi-
nant force of modern society, the social rationalization trend dominated by modernity reshaped the way
of human life, bringing with it the intolerance of modern people’s understanding, the exile of body, the
poverty of spirit and the alienation of communication. It profoundly changes the field of moral learning
and makes moral education gradually fall into the modernity dilemma, which is mainly reflected in the
rigidity of moral knowledge, the separation of moral emotion, the lax moral will and the disappearance
of moral behavior. At its root, the rational foundation of moral education is dominated by instrumental
rationality, which is misinterpreted as technical rationality, transformed into a tool to suppress sensibili-
ty, and alienated as a one—way thought without the kernel of reflection. Therefore, it is the fundamen-
tal way to resolve the dilemma of moral education to rebuild rationality on the basis of finding the sincer-
ity, comprehensibility and legitimacy of rationality. To be specific, the rational reconstruction of moral
education can resort to the following three approaches; first, to sharpen moral will under the observa-
tion of practical reason, whose mission is to produce good will; The second is to get rid of the manipula-
tion of instrumental rationality under the guidance of value rationality, whose mission is to stimulate
moral emotion; Third, under the guidance of communicative rationality, we can reach consensus
through discourse debate of moral subjects in the common context, whose mission is to practice moral
norms.
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