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Play-based Philosophical Inquiry with Children: Theoretical Foundations and Practical Models
Gao Zhenyu
(School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract: Eastern and western scholars have deeply discussed the relationship between philosophy and playing and
acknowledged that doing philosophy must have the spirit of playfulness. Nowadays the practitioners have studied and explored the
importance of game inChildren Philosophy for a long time, proving that playing and Children Philosophy could be effectively
integrated. In essence, playing games has the characteristics of freedom, rule—orientation, purposeand fantasy, it is meaningful to
the children’s cognitive and emotional development. George Ghanotakis’ playful board game and the philosophical play of summer
camp designed by “Philosophy for Children in Alberta” are the most prevalent play models of Children Philosophy around the
world. The analysis on these two models would contribute to the diverse development of the practice ofChildren Philosophy in China.

Keywords: children philosophy, play, philosophical board game, philosophical play in summer camp
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