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Stronger and Smarter Philosophy: An Analysis of the Improvement
Approach of Aboriginal Education in Australia

XU Jianmei, WANG Tianyu
Jing Hengyi School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311121

Abstract  Under the influence of racial prejudice and “deficit thinking™ of the society, Australian aboriginal
peoples have experienced a widespread and profound identity crisis. The Australian government has formulated
a series of top—down policies to protect the rights and interests of aboriginals, but with little effect. The *'Stronger
and Smarter Philosophy" created by Chris Sarra, a grass-roots aboriginal educator, has become a model for the
improvement of aboriginal education by cultivating the identity of aboriginal students and establishing a high-
expectations relationships with aboriginal students. In the core concept of "Stronger and Smarter Philosophy", self-
identity is the fundamental purpose of indigenous education; High-expectations relationships are the psychological
basis for the improvement of indigenous education; "Strength-based approaches” is an effective way to empower
indigenous education; Professional accountability is the regulation of teachers' self-management. In the practice
approaches of "Stronger and Smarter Philosophy", individuals are given the responsibility of change based on
transforming leadership; Indigenous people's sense of belonging to the school is constructed based on shared values;
And the educational community that promotes the improvement of indigenous education is jointly built. *'Stronger
and Smarter Philosophy" contains the general logic of education improvement of social vulnerable groups, so it has
the value for research and reference.

Key words aboriginal education; identity; deficit discourse; high-expectations relationships; strength-
based approach
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