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Rethinking “the Elites with Poor and Humble Families” in England:

A Study Center on Richard Hoggart’s “Scholarship Boys”
LI Li

(Jing Hengyi School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: How to establish a connection between the promotion of an individual with a
poor family and the social mobility of the class groups? Richard Hoggart’ s “scholarship
boys” study provides us with a comparison of exotic experiences. In the process of class trav-
el, scholarship boys lost their cultural balance, suffered double exile in class belonging, and
became a generation uprooted by education. Hoggart would like to promote the democratiza-
tion of education by changing the existing education models and standards, and cultivate
scholarship boys into “earnest minority” with class missions, and enlighten and educate the

public, thereby promoting social democracy and equality. Hoggart’ s “scholarship boys”
study has its own characteristics in terms of theoretical perspective, research methods and
value orientation. It has echoes and differences with the domestic “underclass cultural cap-
ital” theory, which could provide a certain enlightenment for the study.
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