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How to Empower Undergraduate Education with Assessment:
The Experience of American Universities

CHEN Fan
(Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract: Undergraduate education is the fundamental mission of higher education institutions. Playing the
role of assessment as the baton to guide the setting of the undergraduate educational goals, understand the growth of
students, empower their success, and produce expected educational outcomes is the core task of higher education
assessment reform in the new era. The outcome—oriented assessment movement that began in the 1880s in the
United States embedded assessment into the undergraduate educational system, and effectively played the role of
assessment in guiding and improving education quality. In order to empower undergraduate education with
assessment, the consistency of core education goals and assessment indicators is the prerequisite, multiple assessing
activities which covered the whole process of education is the fundamental method, relying on professional
organizations and data analysis platforms to establish multi-subject collective consultation and synergistic
cooperation mechanism in the assessment process is the organizational guarantee, and the assessment results
pointing to the improvement of educational elements is the key core.

Key words: universities; empowering undergraduate education with assessment; American experience



