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Philosophy for Children based on the Theory of Coopetition: Necessities and Possibilities
GAO Zhenyu
(Jinghengyi School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract: Competition is a human nature, which has been prevalent in the period of childhood. Competition must have the
characteristics of mutual exclusion relationship, performance orientation, standards or rules as basis, attractive goals, etc. It has both
advantages and disadvantages for children’s development. The close relationship between competition and Philosophy for Children
has aroused great concern of scholars in global level, and gradually formed into two different arguments or views. The
"irreconcilable argument" holds that Philosophy for Children is a cooperative educational cause, with the pursuit of truth as the
goal, and that competition tends to lead to the homogenization of ideas, confrontational words and deeds, and hidden gender
discrimination and oppression, so it opposes to introducing competition into the practice of Philosophy for Children. On the other
hand, the "Compatibility argument" believes that competition and cooperation can coexist in essence, and the progress of philosophy
needs to take competition as the path; competition can promote the development of children’s multiple thinking skills, and it can
also be child—friendly. This paper advocates reconstructing the practice of Philosophy for Children under the framework of the
theory of coopetition, and suggests that educators should establish a goal system of sharing and win—win results, create an effective
coopeition environment that supports autonomy and provides abundant feedback information, and establish close coopetition
partnerships with mutual relations and understanding.

Keywords: philosophy for children, competition, collaboration, coopetition, partnership
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