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The Logic of Speech: Zhuangzi’ s Definition of
the Relationship between Language and Education

ZHANG Xue - qiang
( Jing — heng — yi Educational College Hangzhou Normal University Hangzhou 311121 China)

Abstract: In the linguistic philosophy system of the thinkers in the Pre — Qin Dynasty Zhuangzi’ s discussion of lin—
guistic problems was profound. Zhuangzi taking whether “Tao” could be expressed as a starting point had a u-
nique elaboration on whether the speech could be made and how to make it in the educational world. Based on the
analysis of the two ideas of whether “Tao” could be expressed or not in the Pre — Qin period the paper points out
that there is a strange logic of opposites and complements about speech in Zhuangzi’ s thought: Zhuangzi was both
opposed to preaching and open to preaching. On the one hand Zhuangzi deeply analyzed the possible limitations of
speech making speech tend to disappear in education; On the other hand by redefining the relationship between
Tao and speech he had speech return to the educational field with the speech after the return pointing to the real
and free existence of life.

Keywords: Zhuangzi; Tao; speech; teaching without words; disappear; return

( )

101



