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Identity, Anchor, Belonging: The Self-construction of the

Migrant Adolescents’ Social Survival

ZHOU Jia*", DIAO Yanjie'

(Hangzhou Normal University: a. Jinghengyi School of Education;

b. Institute of Chinese Education Modernization, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: With the educational policy reform, the institutional environment for migrant
adolescents is getting better. Most scholars have focused on the agency of migrant adoles-
cents, and have ignored the resources and constraints in their social survival and the strategies
they adopt. The study selected 12 migrant adolescents studying in urban public high schools.
In-depth interviews were conducted to gather information about their school life. and the data
was analyzed by Grounded Theory. Based on this, the study constructed the theoretical frame-
work of social survival and examined migrant adolescents’ self-construction. The findings re-
vealed that migrant adolescents tried to develop social anchors in multiple dimensions, namely
the formal, social, symbolic, and emotional. Although experiencing a differentiated sense of
belonging, they had the survival goal of anchoring their identity in a safe position. Through
strategies of self-adaptation, self-reflection, and relationship shaping, they achieved an active
adjustment to social survival.

Key words: migrant adolescents; social survival; identity; social anchoring
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