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China’s Educational Modernization: From Vision to Roadmap

Wang Jian

Abstract: China’s educational modernization represents a process through which the Chinese people explored
pathways for educational development in latter—day and modern times, embodying the "Chinese approach" to educational
modernization. Within the context of Chinese modernization, China’s educational modernization contains new
connotations. To comprehend its conceptual features, we need to analyze them in the context of China’s academic
discourse, explore them against the historical backdrop of China’s development of modern education, assess them within
the analytical framework of educational modernization, and grasp them based on the characteristics of the development of
Chinese modernization. Under new situations and new tasks, to implement the strategic tasks of modernizing Chinese
education, we need to highlight the foundational, pioneering, and overarching role of education, determine a practice—
based pathway characterized by "regional differentiation, categorical classification, tiered structuring, and phased
implementation, " and achieve the overall goal of educational modernization by 2035. To advance China’s educational
modernization, we need to follow an action logic: ensuring the smooth implementation of the strategy for China’s
educational modernization by following the historical, theoretical, value—oriented, and practice—based logic for China’s
educational modernization.
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